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After M-Day, mutantkind neared extinction. Once hailed as humanity’s replacement, it appeared 
mutants, now reduced to a few hundred, would fade into oblivion. But a new mutant baby has 
arrived, the first since M-Day, and with it, hope for mutantkind. 


Previously in MESSIAH COMPLEX... 


The mutant baby has gone missing, and the X-Men suspect the Marauders, henchmen 
of their nemesis Mr. Sinister, of kidnapping the child. Cyclops dispatched a team of 
X-Men to subdue former allies of the Marauders and press them for information. 
The team uncovered a lead and now their hunt for the mutant baby draws 
one step closer to completion. 


Meanwhile the mutant-hating Purifiers, an army of zealots who seek to 
kill the baby because they fear it is the Antichrist, are still reeling 
from their defeat at the hands of the Marauders. In their secret 
churches across the country, they continue to plot their next 
move. 
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The Sequel You've Been Waiting For 


A 4-part limited series continuing 
the untold origin of Iron Man! 
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After being shot by a mutant. power neutralizing gun designed by Forge and therefore losing her powers. 
‘Storm was granted the power of Thor, given an Uru Hammer and new weather powers by Loki. 


Wolverine's claws actually burst out right through his skin, not through any kind of permanent holes. His 
mutant healing factor heals the wounds instantly. 


рвуоске 15 а natural blonde 

Х-23 is named due to her being the 23rd attempt to clone Wolverine and the intact Х chromosome that wes 
duplicated to replace the damaged Y one, which resulted in her being female. She is the only successful cloning 
attempt of Wolverine. 


The image inducer Nighterawler uses to арреаг human was invented by Tony Stark. 


Dazzler temporarily acted as a herald of Galactus, when the world-devourer granted her powers on a совтіс 
scale so that she could hunt down Terrax, a former herald who had abused his powers. 
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Over the years. the minds of three different X-Men found themselves trapped in the body of the White Queen - 
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Xavier once пада shapeshifter named Changeling assume his identity while he secretly prepared for an alien invasion. 
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Storm was originally conceived by Dave Cockrum 85 "the Black Cat", a character who could transform 
into a feline creature or a house cat. 










MARVEL: Reading Immortal Iron Fist, it's clear you and Ed 
Brubaker are having a blast. What makes this such a fun 
book for you as a creator? 


MATT FRACTION: | think the character, honestly. | hope 
character is at the root of everything | do, and Danny's is 
remarkable to say the least. | always sort of felt our first 
arc was about Danny and the reader, discovering at the 
same time how exciting and thrilling the Iron Fist actually 
is- that our first storyline was a chance to celebrate ev- 
erything that makes him great and hopefully convince other 
people to fall in love with him at the same time. So really, 
the answer is the character himself. It’s all there, we're 
just polishing it up and showing it off. 


The collaboration is great fun, too. Ed and | con- 
stantly trying to out-awesome one another 
makes it fun, too 


М: Iron Fist is one of those characters no one 

would've expected to be such a mainstream criti 
cal darling. Why do you think he's so irresistible to 
such a diverse group of people? 





MF: Three words, baby: KUNG FU BILLIONAIRE 
It shouldn't be rocket science, you know? Re- 
duce Danny Rand down to his three most es- 
sential words and you find a great comic 
book waiting to happen 


M: We've recently learned that Danny 
Rand can do some pretty cool new 
things with his power. What's the 

oddest/funniest new thing Danny 
can do with the power of the 
Iron Fist? 


MF He can 

keep artist 

David Aja hyp- 

notized into staying 

on THE IMMORTAL IRON 

FIST for a good long while, 

when surely he could be drawing 
almost any book on the market. 


M: Why the aversion to shirts from 

Danny's opponents such as Davos? Do 

they just realize their costumes could 
never be as cool? 


MF: Super-villains in Danny's world are sick 
and tired of your uptight nipple oppression, 
pal. Maybe if button-down squares like you 
weren't such shirt-fascists, these guys 
wouldn't have to BE evil? Why are you 
so afraid of male nipples, huh? You ever 





bother to ask yourself that? OUT 
OF THE SHIRTS, AND INTO THE 
STREETS! OUT OF THE SHIRTS, 
AND INTO THE STREETS! OUT OF THE 
SHIRTS, AND INTO THE STREETS! 

























M: Over in The Order we've got quite a damaged group of 
heroes. This can't end well for all parties involved, can it? I 
foresee a lot of headaches for Stark 


MF: As time goes on, the grand secret of the Order will 
be revealed-- it's a social experiment, first and foremost. 
Here's the thing: we're ALL damaged. All of us-- real and 
fictional alike. Stark 15 just as damaged as Henry Hellrung 
or Dr. Doom or whomever. 


So the question isn't how damaged are the people in the 
Order and what's gonna happen when they screw up, but 
rather, we're ALL human, we ALL screw up, and so, for 
these damaged people, what do they do when given the 
opportunity to heal themselves by helping others? When 
given the opportunity to rise, do they take it? 


Also, how many billions of things can | get Barry Kitson to 
draw in a single panel? 


M: One of the most fascinating aspects of this book is 
that our leads are clearly heroes while fighting evil...but 
outside of their super-heroic identities, there are certainly 
some concerns about their decisions. Just how far will 
some of these characters go to right what they perceive 
as wrongs? 


MF You know, | just wrote a scene between Kate (the 
PR person) and Pepper Potts, arguing over that same 
point. | think that's really the very definition of "hero"-- 
when you're willing to walk alone and take grave risks to 
do the right thing. “Speak your mind, even if your voice 
trembles,” right? In a nutshell, that's what the Order is 
all about. Rising up and doing right, in the face of near- 
insurmountable difficulty. 


M: You've created most of these characters from scratch 
(though some like Pepper have been around awhile), meaning 
they're a blank canvas for you to paint. Is that freedom ever 
intimidating or just a writer's dream come true? 


MF: Boy, a little bit of both, really. It's great to be given 
the chance to create a brand new super-hero team for 
the Marvel Universe, and the pride of creation | know 
Barry and | both feel is incredible beyond belief. To be 
allowed to sew our little square onto the, uh, Marvel quilt, 
is just incredible. 


M: These guys can only be heroes for one year. What hap- 
pens if someone doesn't want to stop helping the helpless 
after one year? 


MF: Let me answer your question with a question: do you 
need a cape and superpowers to help the helpless? 


‘Nuff Said! 





The Wasp. At least that way, the stingers 
would be out where you could see them 
and could диск, 
- J. MICHAEL STRACZYNSKI — Writer 
(Thor, The Twelve, Amazing Spider-Man) 





Wow... talk about a creepy question! | 
mean, you do realize that these are just 
fictional characters and -- Oh, heck, 
who am | kidding? Kitty Pryde. 
Definitely Kitty Pryde! 

- MARC SUMERAK - Writer 

(Franklin Richards) 





| don't really have an answer for this 
(maybe Jessica Drew-- she's freaky), 
but Рт dying to know ዘ Bendis said 
“Luke Cage” or not. Because if he 
didn't, he's LYING. 

- BRIAN REED - Writer 

(Captain Marvel, Ms. Marvel, 

New Avengers: Illuminati) 


Luke Cage! 
Wait, is this for publication?? | mean 
Kitty Pryde!! Because | like me a nice 
Jewish girl! 
- BRIAN MICHAEL BENDIS - (Jewish) Writer 
(New & Mighty Avengers, Ultimate Spider-Man) 





Anyone BUT Psylocke. A mind reader 
who can go all ninja on you? 
That's just asking for trouble... 
- DAN SLOTT - Writer 
(Avengers: The Initiative, 
Amazing Spider-Man) 


Everyone who knows те would 
assume Psylocke, but Іі prefer to date 
Mary Jane. Sorry, Spidey. 

- С.В. CEBULSKI - Writer 

(Loners, Marvel Fairy Tales) 





Squirrel Girl. ‘Nuff Said! 
JOE QUESADA - 
Marvel Editor-in-Chief, Artist 
(Amazing Spider-Man) 





Wasp, because she’s rich and 
emotionally damaged. 
- FRANK CHO - Artist, Writer 
(Mighty Avengers) 





- CHRIS YOST - Writer 
(New X-Men, X-Force) 





Dead Girl. That way, the date could 
continue if we got hit by a truck on 
the way to the restaurant. 
- FRED VAN LENTE - Writer 


(Super-Villain Team-Up, Incredible Hulk) 





Galactus. | bet he has funny stories. 
- MATT FRACTION - Writer 
(The Order, Punisher War Journal, 
The Immortal Iron Fist) 


Clea -- sorry, Dr. Strange! We'd be 
going out on dates in wacky dimen- 
sions with floating fangs and eyes 
and clocks... 

- JEFF PARKER - Writer 

(X-Men: First Class) 


d 


NY 


Mystique... Because then | could 
“date” anyone | wanted. :) 

CRAIG KYLE - Writer 

(New X-Men) 


Gambit. | know he's dirty hot, which is 
usually not what | go for (my ከዐ፦ 
friend looks JUST like Peter Parker 
from Spider-Man Loves Mary Jane), 
but I’ve loved him since | was teeny- 
tiny and watching the old X-Men 
cartoons. And the best part would be 


that he could actually touch ME! >:) 
CHRISTINA STRAIN - Colorist 
(World War Hulk, Runaways) 





